Portland Heights Birdwatching Breaks
Saturday April 8th – Monday April 10th 2017

Saturday April 8th
Weather: warm and sunny with a cool easterly breeze
Arne RSPB Reserve, 1200
A beautifully warm afternoon here with the gorse in full flower and producing waves of
coconut scent. We found one of the most dense patches of gorse and waited for a Dartford
to appear. We didn't have to wait long and soon we were enjoying close views of an adult
male bird which at one point flew so close it looked as if it was going to land on my
telescope!
From the nearby hide at Shipstall Point
did we could see lots of birds feeding in
the muddy channels, mostly curlew and
shelduck with a few little egrets. Less
expected were a handful of pintail and
Brent geese, both late hangers-on from
the winter. Further out in the channel a
few sandwich terns were new arrivals
from West Africa.
The woods held a few more spring
migrants, chiffchaffs and blackcaps, with
swallows flying north overhead. Resident
birds were also seen with particularly
good views of a couple of treecreepers.
A common lizard was an unexpected
sight in an area where sand lizards are
more often seen.

Ferrybridge, 1630
The mud-flats here this afternoon were devoid of birds as a couple of human waders were
busy collecting shellfish in the shallow waters. In the distance a few sandwich terns could
be seen with one sat on a buoy long enough for us to see it in the telescopes. Overhead we
could hear a skylark singing and across on Chesil Beach a meadow pipit was performing its
parachuting display flight, seemingly in response to a passing drone!
Sunday April 9th
Weather: calm and sunny most of the day with a cold onshore breeze inherent
afternoon bringing in a thick sea mist.
Portland Bill, 0700
Good sea-watching conditions are normally windy or wet or both, so to see streams of
gannets passing close offshore in beautiful calm and warm weather was a rare and lovely
experience. As well as the migrating gannets there were plenty of resident seabirds with
guillemots and razorbills both present in good numbers. A few kittiwakes were seen but all
seemed to be migrating east with the gannets rather than joining the guillemots to breed on
the cliffs. Also seen were dozens of common scoter and sandwich terns moving east and a
very smart white wagtail arriving from the south. The real highlights however were the three
Manx shearwaters and two whimbrel seen passing east some distance out.
Portland Bill, 1000
After breakfast we returned to the Bill
and walked along the Westcliffs to
stand above the seabirds' nesting
ledges. Lots of guillemots and
razorbills were swimming about just
offshore with many more joining them
when a raven appeared looking for
any early eggs. Walking east
towards the Bird Observatory we had
the chance to get close views of
skylarks and meadow pipits with a pair
of stonechats also showing
well. Reaching the Observatory
Quarry the resident little owl put on a
good show especially when a visiting
kestrel woke it up! At the Observatory
the Warden Martin Cade caught a
chiffchaff and a robin for us to see at
close quarters. We walked back via
the Eastcliffs where we had a brief
view of the only wheatear seen all day.
see video at https://youtu.be/RLnMTFPLGSo

Southwell, 1200
The walk down to the Eastcliffs near Cheyne Point was remarkable for the number of
reptiles, with two or three common lizards and at least five wall lizards seen basking in the
warm sunshine. Reaching the cliff edge we quickly found a raven's nest with four wellgrown young already sat up and making a lot of noise. Further along the cliffs a female
peregrine was sat eating a prey item, probably a pigeon. The male was nowhere to be seen

but as soon as one of the adult ravens appeared it darted out from the cliff-face and chased
it off.
Ferry bridge, 1330
The only bird of note seen here on a very busy afternoon was a kestrel carrying a vole over
to Chesil Beach.
Weston, 1500
Back on the island we walked through Suckthumb Quarry passing first through a small area
of sycamore trees that held several chiffchaffs and willow warblers, including one very pale
northern-type bird.
High Angle Battery, 1700
We finished a very productive day with a short walk at the highest part of the island. Very
few birds were found but the real attraction here was the newly-born wallaby in Fancy's
Farm.
Monday April 10th
Weather: some cloud in the morning but long sunny periods in the afternoon
Lodmoor RSPB Reserve, 0930
This excellent reserve added a host of birds to our list with good views of snipe, dunlin and
wheatear. No less than three marsh harriers were seen with Rusty and Blondie being joined
by an unknown young male bird. As well as the expected Canada geese we found a very
smart Chinese swan goose and a much less attractive Canada/graylag hybrid. Butterflies
were plentiful once the sun decided to stay out with speckled wood, green-veined white, red
admiral, peacock and orange-tip all seen well.
Radipole RSPB Reserve, 1230
In what was now a very pleasant
calm and warm afternoon we enjoyed
walking out to the new "hide" even
though birds were few and far
between. Several Cetti's warblers
were heard and seen and at long last
we managed to find some long-tailed
tits. The hide showed us a different
three marsh harriers, again two
males and a female. Returning to
the car park a flock of 13 black-tailed
godwits was an unexpected finale to
an excellent weekend.

Looking forward to the next time,
Bob

Bird List:
Great Crested Grebe
Little Grebe
Manx Shearwater
Fulmar
Cormorant
Shag
Gannet
Little Egret
Grey Heron
Mute Swan
Canada Goose
Dark-bellied Brent Goose
Shelduck
Teal
Gadwall
Mallard
Shoveler
Pintail
Tufted Duck
Hooded Merganser
Common Scoter
Kestrel
Peregrine
Marsh Harrier
Sparrowhawk
Buzzard
Pheasant
Coot
Moorhen
Oystercatcher
Whimbrel
Curlew
Redshank
Black-tailed Godwit
Dunlin
Snipe
Common Gull
Black-headed Gull
Mediterranean Gull
Herring Gull
Lesser Black-backed Gull
Great Black-backed Gull
Kittiwake
Sandwich Tern
Razorbill
Guillemot
Stock Dove
Wood Pigeon
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Lodmoor (heard)
Portland Bill
Portland Bill
Portland, Radipole
Portland Bill
Portland Bill
Lodmoor, Arne
Lodmoor, Radipole
Radipole, Lodmoor, Arne
Radipole, Lodmoor
Arne
Radipole, Lodmoor, Arne
Radipole, Lodmoor, Arne
Radipole, Lodmoor
Radipole, Lodmoor, Arne
Radipole, Lodmoor
Arne
Radipole
Radipole
Portland Bill
Portland, Arne
Portland
Radipole, Lodmoor
Portland, Radipole
Portland, Lodmoor, Arne
Portland, Arne
Radipole, Lodmoor
Radipole, Lodmoor
Ferrybridge, Lodmoor, Arne
Portland Bill
Arne
Arne
Radipole
Lodmoor
Lodmoor
Portland, Lodmoor
various sites
Arne
various sites
Radipole
various sites
Portland Bill
Portland Bill, Ferrybridge
Portland Bill
Portland Bill
Portland, Lodmoor
various sites

Feral Pigeon
Collared Dove
Little Owl
Great Spotted Woodpecker
Green Woodpecker
Skylark
Swallow
Sand Martin
Meadow Pipit
Rock Pipit
White Wagtail
Pied Wagtail
Wren
Dunnock
Robin
Stonechat
Wheatear
Song Thrush
Mistle Thrush
Blackbird
Cetti’s Warbler
Sedge Warbler
Reed Warbler
Blackcap
Dartford Warbler
Chiffchaff
Willow Warbler
Northern Willow Warbler
Goldcrest
Long-tailed Tit
Coal Tit
Blue Tit
Great Tit
Nuthatch
Treecreeper
Magpie
Raven
Jackdaw
Rook
Carrion Crow
Starling
House Sparrow
Linnet
Goldfinch
Siskin
Chaffinch
Greenfinch
Reed Bunting
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Mammals
Brown Rat
Sika
Grey Squirrel
Rabbit
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Reptiles
Slow-worm
Common Lizard
Wall Lizard
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Insects
Brimstone
Speckled Wood
Small White
Green-veined White
Orange-tip
Comma
Peacock
Red Admiral

Arne
various sites
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Bee-fly
Pond Skater
Wood Ant
Plants (Portland)
Brackish Water Crowfoot
Hartstongue Fern
Hoary Cress
Pendulous Sedge
Scurvy-grass
Thrift
Yellow Vetchling
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