Portland Heights Birdwatching Breaks September 23rd – 25th 2016

Wryneck in the Observatory Quarry

Saturday September 24th
Weather: mostly sunny with a fresh southerly breeze
Portland Bill, 0900
We started our weekend with a very productive seawatch, the highlight of which was an arctic skua chasing
gulls not far out to sea in front of us. As well as this brief but very exciting encounter we also enjoyed close
views of a great many gannets and a more distant view of a Balearic shearwater
A second highlight was waiting for us in the shape of a wryneck in the Observatory Quarry. This rare migrant
allowed us to watch it at close quarters while it fed on the ground and then sat quietly in a dead tree.
Weston Windmills, 1030
Next we explored the centre of the island where a rosy starling had been present for a week. We eventually
found what looked very the bird in question but at such a distance that it could not really be identified with
absolute certainty. The stonechats and meadow pipits in the horse fields gave us far more satisfactory views.
Ferrybridge, 1300
With the tide well in the birds here were very close to us and in excellent light. A good range of waders were
seen including dunlin, ringed plover, sanderling, bar-tailed godwit and grey plover. The gull flock resting on the
shoreline was exceptionally diverse with two yellow-legged gulls, three Mediterranean gulls and at least two
sandwich terns. One of the Mediterranean gulls was colour-ringed, its origin will be added to the online
version of this report as soon as it is received from the co-ordinator in France.
***Med Gull update***
Green RC18 was ringed in July 2013 at Polder de Sebastopol, Vendée, FRANCE 46,56N 2,09W
In October 2013 it was seen in Southern Portugal and in October 2014 it was at Radipole Lake.
Our sighting was the first since then.
Lodmoor RSPB Reserve, 1400
The main target here, a little stint, was only found at the last minute and then only very briefly but we did very
much enjoy prolonged and close views of a large flock of meadow pipits and two yellow wagtails. We also had
the rare chance to compare bar-tailed and black-tailed godwits directly with each other.

Sunday September 25th
Weather: as yesterday but more windy

Osprey at Arne, video at https://youtu.be/WRQsxO80rf8

Radipole RSPB Reserve, 0930
A quick stop ostensibly to look for bearded tits (which never appeared) but which instead produced a clutch of
new birds for the weekend list including house martin, wigeon and tufted duck. More good views were
obtained of snipe and teal.
Arne RSPB Reserve, 1200
This outstanding reserve produced an unexpected bonus within minutes of us arriving when a firecrest popped
up just next to the information cabin in the car park. We then split up into two groups and set off to explore
different areas of Coombe Heath. The trees were full of small birds here, mostly tits and chiffchaffs with a few
goldcrests as well. Remarkably we also heard a male tawny owl calling from the nearby woods. Apart from
birds we spent some time looking at a very smart raft spider and checking through the numerous common
darters for the rarer black darter – which we never found. The plant-life was also worth a look with the very
rare Dorset heath being found in several places. Reaching the new raptor hide we found it had lived up to its
name today giving us distant but still highly enjoyable views of an osprey eating a very large fish.
Our lunch was enjoyed in warm and sunny weather, after which we walked out to Shipstall Point. Looking out
across Poole Harbour we enjoyed views of Round and Long Island with Brownsea in the distance. Here we
saw a number of curlews with a flock of sandwich terns flying up and down the channel. Reaching the doubledecker hide we found plenty of little egrets but no sign of the great white egret we were hoping for. Walking
back to the car park we had very good views of a number of sika deer and heard both green and great-spotted
woodpeckers.
Back at the hotel after enjoying our cream teas we totaled up the list and found that a remarkable 93 species
were seen or heard over the weekend!
Looking forward to the next time,
Bob

Birds:
Balearic Shearwater
Little Grebe
Cormorant
Shag
Gannet
Little Egret
Grey Heron
Mute Swan
Canada Goose
Shelduck
Teal
Mallard
Gadwall
Shoveler
Pintail
Wigeon
Tufted Duck
Osprey
Kestrel
Peregrine
Buzzard
Water Rail
Coot
Moorhen
Curlew
Oystercatcher
Redshank
Bar-tailed Godwit
Black-tailed Godwit
Dunlin
Little Stint
Sanderling
Snipe
Ringed Plover
Lapwing
Grey Plover
Turnstone
Arctic Skua
Black-headed Gull
Mediterranean Gull
Yellow-legged Gull
Herring Gull
Great Black-backed Gull
Lesser Black-backed Gull
Kittiwake
Sandwich Tern
Wood Pigeon
Stock Dove
Collared Dove
Feral Pigeon
Tawny Owl
Kingfisher
Green Woodpecker
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Nuthatch
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Treecreeper
Swallow
House Martin
Meadow Pipit
Rock Pipit
Yellow Wagtail
White Wagtail
Pied Wagtail
Wren
Dunnock
Robin
Stonechat
Wheatear
Blackbird
Cetti’s Warbler
Whitethroat
Chiffchaff
Firecrest
Goldcrest
Long-tailed Tit
Coal Tit
Blue Tit
Great Tit
Raven
Jay
Magpie
Jackdaw
Rook
Carrion Crow
Starling
House Sparrow
Goldfinch
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Mammals:
Grey Squirrel
Sika Deer
Wood Mouse
Brown Rat
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Reptiles:
Common Lizard
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Insects:
Wood Ant
Speckled Wood
Red Admiral
Peacock
Small Copper
Common Darter
Migrant Hawker

Arne
Arne
various sites
Lodmoor
Arne
Arne
Arne

Spiders:
Raft Spider
Garden Cross Spider
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Plants:
Bristly Ox-tongue
Dorset Heath
Common Heather
Cross-leaved Heath
Bell Heather
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Fungi:
Earthball
Artist’s Fungus
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