Portland Heights Birdwatching Breaks October 7th – 9th 2016

Saturday October 7th
Weather: mostly overcast with a light northerly breeze
Portland Bill, 0900
We started our weekend with a seawatch in quiet conditions but with a flock of gannets feeding not far
offshore. An unexpected highlight was an arctic skua chasing gulls some way out to sea. Rock pipits were
much in evidence on the rocks around us and overhead flocks of meadow pipits and linnets were flying out to
sea. Turning north we walked over to the Admiralty Slopes were we saw the first of many kestrels to be seen
today. Stonechats were perched up on the bushes and skylarks were calling above. Nearby was the
Observatory Quarry where we found the usual little owl after some searching.
Calling in to the Bird Observatory we found that an enormous convolvulus hawk-moth was in the previous
night’s moth-catch. Just as we put the impressive back Peter Morgan, the chief ringer, brought us a chiffchaff
he had just caught in the mist-nets, followed by a robin that he suspected had just arrived from Scotland.
Coombefield Quarry, 1030
This quarry in the centre of the island has been producing a huge list of good birds recently and so our
expectations were high as we walked along the track towards a small pond. Checking the cotoneaster bushes
in the distance we soon found a smart first-year male ring ouzel feeding on the berries. We waited here for
some time but the hoped-for rosefinch never appeared so we crossed the road to the Eastcliffs. Here we
enjoyed watching yet more kestrels and also checked out the raven’s nest that was still in place on the cliffs.
Ferrybridge, 1330
A good range of waders were seen here including dunlin, ringed plover, sanderling, bar-tailed godwit and
turnstone. The gull flock resting on the shoreline was exceptionally diverse with a yellow-legged gulls, twenty
or thirty Mediterranean gulls and four sandwich terns.
Lodmoor RSPB Reserve, 1500
After just seeing the bar-tailed godwits at Ferrybridge it was good to see black-tailed ones here, along with
snipe, lapwings and a redshank. A marsh harrier gave us good views as it hunted over the reedbeds. We
spent a considerable time searching for a yellow-browed warbler but could only find chiffchaffs. Just as we
decided to give up a curlew sandpiper flew in and started feeding just in front of us with some dunlins. At the
same time a water rail appeared not far behind the waders, giving us the rare dilemma of not knowing which
way to look first!

Sunday October 9th
Weather: as yesterday but warmer and more sunny

Heights Hotel, 0830
Our second day got off to a remarkable start when three ring ouzels appeared high over the hotel car park, no
doubt heading for the Westcliffs where 16 were seen yesterday.
Radipole RSPB Reserve, 0900
A quick stop to look for bearded tits duly obliged with a flock indulging in one of their autumn dispersal flights
right over our heads. Good views were obtained of a number of snipe.
Arne RSPB Reserve, 1000
Arriving in beautiful sunny weather we walked out to Shipstall Point, stopping on the way to see a hobby dash
past near the church. At the Shipstall hide we found a flock of fifty spoonbills, one of the largest groups ever
seen in the UK. Lots of other birds were here as well including curlew, pintail, wigeon and the rarest bird of the
weekend - a great white egret. Not far from the hide we found a couple of Dartford warblers out on the heath
as they followed a couple of stonechats around.
After lunch we walked out to Coombe Heath where several more Dartfords were seen along with even more
stonechats. From the screen overlooking Middlebere Lake (actually more of a tidal creek than a lake) we
searched through an enormous feeding flock of waders finding a small group of knot and a single avocet
amongst the hundreds of black-tailed godwits and curlews. Amazingly we had a second view of the great
white egret as it flew past, looking huge in the bright sunlight. Next we stopped briefly in the Middlebere hide,
where we could see that the western end of Middlebere Lake was packed with hundreds of redshank. Leaving
soon because of the hot conditions in the hide we walked back to the car park, stopping off at a pond to look
for raft spiders but instead finding a very attractive frog.
Back at the hotel after enjoying our cream teas we totalled up the list and found that a remarkable 97 species
were seen or heard over the weekend!
Looking forward to the next time,
Bob

Birds:
Great Crested Grebe
Little Grebe
Cormorant
Shag
Gannet
Little Egret
Great White Egret
Grey Heron
Mute Swan
Canada Goose
Brent Goose
Shelduck
Teal
Mallard
Shoveler
Pintail
Wigeon
Tufted Duck
Red-breasted Merganser
Hobby
Kestrel
Marsh Harrier
Sparrowhawk
Buzzard
Pheasant
Water Rail
Coot
Moorhen
Curlew
Oystercatcher
Avocet
Redshank
Greenshank
Bar-tailed Godwit
Black-tailed Godwit
Curlew Sandpiper
Dunlin
Knot
Sanderling
Snipe
Ringed Plover
Lapwing
Turnstone
Arctic Skua
Common Gull
Black-headed Gull
Mediterranean Gull
Yellow-legged Gull
Herring Gull
Great Black-backed Gull
Lesser Black-backed Gull
Sandwich Tern
Guillemot/Razorbill
Wood Pigeon
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Stock Dove
Collared Dove
Feral Pigeon
Little Owl
Green Woodpecker
Great Spotted Woodpecker
Skylark
Treecreeper
Swallow
House Martin
Meadow Pipit
Rock Pipit
Pied Wagtail
Wren
Dunnock
Robin
Stonechat
Wheatear
Ring Ouzel
Blackbird
Cetti’s Warbler
Dartford Warbler
Blackcap
Chiffchaff
Goldcrest
Bearded Tit
Long-tailed Tit
Coal Tit
Blue Tit
Great Tit
Raven
Jay
Magpie
Jackdaw
Rook
Carrion Crow
Starling
House Sparrow
Goldfinch
Chaffinch
Greenfinch
Linnet
Siskin
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Mammals:
Grey Squirrel
Sika Deer
Roe Deer
Fox
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Amphibians:
Common Frog

Arne

Insects:
Large White
Small White
Speckled Wood
Red Admiral
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Peacock
Convolvulus Hawk-moth
Fox Moth
Common Darter
Southern Hawker
Spiders:
Garden Cross Spider
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