Portland Heights Birdwatching Breaks
Friday November 4th – Sunday November 6th 2016

Saturday November 5th
Weather: mainly sunny especially in the afternoon but in a cold northerly wind
Portland Bill, 0900
We started at the Bill where very early the first bird we saw was a merlin flying in off the sea. The northerly
wind did not encourage many seabirds to fly inshore but we did see a few including gannets and shags. The
shoreline produced several rock pipits along with a group of three turnstones. Very little migration seemed to
be going on today apart from a few finches and wagtails moving south overhead. We then noticed that a
fisherman was beckoning us over so that we could take a photo of him holding the enormous ballan wrasse
that he had just caught.
Walking inland from the Eastcliffs towards the Bird Observatory we were surprised to hear unmistakable sound
of a singing woodlark coming from the field opposite. When this was joined by the sound of a yellow-browed
warbler calling from the same field we realised that in fact we were listening to recordings not birds! Tape
lures were being used to attract birds towards the mist-nets. Reaching the Bird Observatory we were treated
to close views of a robin and a reed bunting in the hands of the ringers who had just removed them from these
nets. We also heard how their plumage details could be used to determine their age and sex.
The walk back to the bus gave us close views of a couple of beautiful redwings.

Southwell Eastcliffs, 1100
The cliffs here are home to a long-established pair of peregrines, the female of which was at home today. The
rocky shoreline below us held several rock pipits and stonechats.
Portland Castle, 1200
Very little here today with just little egret and grey heron added to the bird list.
Ferrybridge, 1300
On arriving at our lunch-stop it was immediately evident that the mud-flats held hundreds of brent
geese. Close examination showed that a couple of pale-bellied brents were present amongst all the darkbellied birds. Also on the mud-flats were a good range of waders including bar-tailed godwits, ringed plovers
and dunlins with some oystercatchers in the distance and a single grey plover. Whilst we were watching these
birds a merlin dashed in amongst them at great speed and put them all up.
Lodmoor RSPB Reserve, 1400
This excellent reserve gave us the opportunity to add a number of wetland birds to the list including tufted
duck, pochard, gadwall, little grebe and shoveler. Overhead a female marsh harrier was circling over the
reedbeds with its mate appearing as well later on. The highlight of our walk here was the spoonbill which gave
us very close views as it preened and prepared itself for roosting. As we were watching this bird a kingfisher
gave us a close fly-past.

Sunday November 6th
Weather: sunny again in the morning but more cloudy in the afternoon in a cold northerly wind

Radipole RSPB Reserve, 0930
A quick stop to look for bearded tits was unsuccessful but we did have very close views of teal and shelduck.
Arne RSPB Reserve, 1030
We started with a walk out to Shipstall Point, seeing long-tailed tits, coal tits and goldcrests on the way.
Reaching the shores of Poole Harbour we found a grey seal feeding out in the channel and added wigeon to
the weekend’s bird list.
The next stop was the hide at Shipstall from which we had a good view of the flock of spoonbills that are an
expected sight here – not many today, a mere 28! From the hide we also enjoyed good views of redshank and
curlew.
After a lunch enlivened by the presence of a pair of nuthatches on the feeders we walked out onto Coombe
Heath. Here we divided into two groups with half of us walking down to the screen on the shoreline of
Middlebere Lake and the other half going straight on to the hide. The first group had very close views of
avocet and black-tailed godwit and a distant view of the only great crested grebes seen all weekend. The
second group were even more fortunate when a pair of Dartford warblers popped up right in front of them (or
so they said!).
The walk back was made in beautifully calm but cold conditions and produced yet another spoonbill.
Back at the hotel before enjoying our cream teas we totaled up the list and found that a remarkable 89 species
were seen or heard over the weekend!
Looking forward to the next time,
Bob

Birds:
Great Crested Grebe
Little Grebe
Cormorant
Shag
Gannet
Little Egret
Grey Heron
Spoonbill
Mute Swan
Canada Goose
Dark-bellied Brent Goose
Pale-bellied Brent Goose
Shelduck
Teal
Mallard
Shoveler
Wigeon
Tufted Duck
Pochard
Red-breasted Merganser
Merlin
Kestrel
Peregrine
Marsh Harrier
Sparrowhawk
Buzzard
Pheasant
Water Rail
Coot
Moorhen
Curlew
Oystercatcher
Avocet
Redshank
Bar-tailed Godwit
Black-tailed Godwit
Dunlin
Snipe
Ringed Plover
Grey Plover
Lapwing
Turnstone
Common Gull
Black-headed Gull
Mediterranean Gull
Herring Gull
Lesser Black-backed Gull
Great Black-backed Gull
Wood Pigeon
Collared Dove
Feral Pigeon
Kingfisher
Green Woodpecker
Great Spotted Woodpecker
Nuthatch
Skylark
Meadow Pipit
Rock Pipit
Pied Wagtail
Wren
Dunnock
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Robin
Stonechat
Redwing
Mistle Thrush
Blackbird
Cetti’s Warbler
Dartford Warbler
Blackcap
Chiffchaff
Goldcrest
Long-tailed Tit
Coal Tit
Blue Tit
Great Tit
Raven
Jay
Magpie
Jackdaw
Rook
Carrion Crow
Starling
House Sparrow
Goldfinch
Chaffinch
Greenfinch
Linnet
Reed Bunting
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Mammals:
Grey Seal
Grey Squirrel
Sika Deer
Hedgehog

Arne
Arne
Arne
Arne

Insects:
Red Admiral
Fox Moth
Wasp
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Fungi:
Artist’s Fungus
Birch Bracket
Wood Blewit
Sulphur Tuft
False Death-cap
Cavalier
Earth Ball
Parasol
Purple Brittle-gill
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