
Portland Heights Birdwatching Breaks   February 26th  –  28th  2016 
 
 

Saturday February 27th 
Weather: plenty of sunshine but in a very cold north-easterly wind 
 
Lodmoor RSPB Reserve, 0930 
Our weekend got off to an outstanding start with four spoonbills, three black-tailed godwits 
and a marsh harrier. Lots of other birds were here too such as shoveler, little egret and 
lapwing. 
 
Radipole RSPB Reserve, 1100 
A brief view of a snipe as we walked towards the North Hide was closely followed by an 
equally fleeting water rail but thankfully much better views of a redpoll and a passing 
peregrine.  At the hide we added gadwall to the list and found a very remarkable six 
stonechats.  The water pipit that flew past was so fleeting that we only added it to the list 
after some debate back at the hotel.  Walking back we found more birds including a little 
grebe sat out of the water on some vegetation and a very tame pochard.  The redpoll was 
seen again this time accompanied by five siskins. 
 

 
Sandsfoot Castle, 1230 
Our first examination of Portland Harbour produced a number of great crested grebes and 
more importantly a very smart Slavonian grebe. 
 
Ferrybridge, 1300 
Our lunch stop was somewhat disturbed by an excess of dog-walkers but we did manage to 
add meadow pipit, dunlin, ringed plover and turnstone to the list. 
 
Portland Castle, 1400 
Good views of red-breasted merganser here but little else in very windy conditions. 
 



Portland Bill, 1500 
As soon as we reached the obelisk we found a group of waders on the rocky shoreline 
consisting of two turnstones with no less than seven of the far more rare purple sandpipers.  
Next we walked on towards the Bird Observatory Quarry where we were able to have an 
excellent view of the resident little owl sitting out in the stack of stone that it nests in.  A 
prolonged search for a short-eared owl proved fruitless but we did see a couple of buzzards 
and a raven while we waited. 

 
 
Sunday February 28th 
Weather:  much the same as yesterday but a bit warmer in the morning 
 
Upton Country Park, 1030 
Our first visit to this site and a very worthwhile one with a huge range of wetland and 
woodland birds.  By luck we timed our visit perfectly by arriving just before the high tide and 
had the chance to see flocks of waders arriving from elsewhere in Poole Harbour.  Black-
tailed godwits and redshank were the most numerous with good numbers of oystercatchers,  
curlews and dunlins along with a few very pretty avocets.  Ducks were also here in plenty 
with hundreds of wigeon and teal and plenty of pintail as well.  The woodland birds were 
mostly very tame and we had excellent views of nuthatch, redwing and a variety of tit 
species. 
 
Holton Lee, 1400 
Another first visit but not quite so productive this time with very little other than a pair of 
stonechats on the cold and windy heath.  From the shoreline of Poole Harbour we saw more 
mammals than birds with a herd of sika deer and a red fox hunting in the reeds.  Walking 
back through the woodland we found a piece of wood stained by the fungus Chlorociboria 
aeruginascens, the source of the blue colour in “Tunbridge ware” woodwork.  The nearby 
hide was the highlight of the afternoon with scores of blue, great and coal tits along with at 
least two great spotted woodpeckers and singles of nuthatch, siskin and reed bunting. 

 
 



After a very enjoyable cream tea back at the hotel we went through the final list and found 
that we had seen a remarkable 81 species! 
 
Looking forward to the next time, 
 
Bob  
 
Birds:  

Great Crested Grebe Portland Harbour, Upton 
Slavonian Grebe Portland Harbour 
Little Grebe Radipole, Lodmoor 
Shag Portland Harbour 
Cormorant Portland, Radipole 
Little Egret Lodmoor, Radipole, Holton Lee 
Grey Heron Radipole 
Spoonbill Lodmoor 
Mute Swan Radipole 
Canada Goose Radipole 
Dark-bellied Brent Goose Ferrybridge 
Shelduck Radipole, Lodmoor, Upton 
Teal Radipole, Lodmoor, Upton 
Mallard Radipole, Lodmoor, Upton 
Pintail Upton 
Wigeon Upton, Holton Lee 
Gadwall Radipole, Upton 
Shoveler Radipole, Lodmoor, Upton 
Pochard Radipole 
Tufted Duck Radipole, Lodmoor 
Red-breasted Merganser  Ferrybridge 
Hooded Merganser  Radipole 
Marsh Harrier Lodmoor 
Kestrel Radipole 
Peregrine Radipole 
Buzzard Portland, Upton 
Pheasant Holton Lee 
Water Rail Radipole  
Coot Radipole, Lodmoor 
Moorhen Radipole, Lodmoor 
Avocet Upton 
Curlew Upton 
Oystercatcher Upton, Ferrybridge 
Redshank Upton 

  Black-tailed Godwit   Lodmoor, Upton  
  Dunlin   Ferrybridge, Upton  
  Purple Sandpiper    Portland Bill  
  Snipe   Radipole  
  Lapwing   Lodmoor  
  Ringed Plover   Ferrybridge  
  Turnstone   Ferrybridge,  Portland Bill  
  Black-headed Gull   various sites  
  Herring Gull   various sites  
  Great Black-backed Gull   various sites  
  Lesser Black-backed Gull   Lodmoor  
  Common Gull   Upton, Radipole  
  Little Owl   Portland Bill  
  Feral Pigeon   Radipole  
  Wood Pigeon   various sites  



  Green Woodpecker    Holton Lee  
  Great Spotted Woodpecker    Upton, Holton Lee  
  Nuthatch    Upton, Holton Lee  
  Water Pipit   Radipole  
  Rock Pipit   Portland Bill, Ferrybridge  
  Meadow Pipit   Ferrybridge  
  Pied Wagtail   Portland  
  Wren   various sites   
  Dunnock   various sites   
  Robin   various sites  
  Stonechat   Radipole, Holton Lee  
  Blackbird   various sites  
  Redwing   Upton, Holton Lee  
  Song Thrush   various sites  
  Mistle Thrush   Upton, Holton Lee  
  Cetti's Warbler   Radipole (heard)  
  Goldcrest   Upton  
  Long-tailed Tit   various sites  
  Coal Tit   Upton, Holton Lee  
  Blue Tit   various sites   
  Great Tit   various sites   
  Raven   Portland Bill, Upton  
  Magpie   various sites  
  Jackdaw   various sites  
  Carrion Crow   various sites  
  Starling   various sites  
  House Sparrow   Portland Bill, Upton  
  Goldfinch   various sites  
  Chaffinch   various sites  
  Linnet   Portland Bill  
  Greenfinch 
  Siskin 
  Redpoll 
  Reed Bunting 

  Lodmoor 
  Radipole, Holton Lee 
  Radipole 
  Radipole, Holton Lee 

 
 

   
Mammals:  

Grey Squirrel Holton Lee 
Sika Deer Holton Lee 
Rabbit Portland 
Red Fox Holton Lee 

 
Plants:  

Climbing Corydalis 
Cherry Plum 
Wild Daffodil 
Sweet Violet 
Spanish Bluebell 

Holton Lee 
Radipole 
Upton 
Lodmoor 
Lodmoor 

 
Fungi:  

Green Elf-cup 
Cramp Balls 
Birch Bracket 

Holton Lee 
Holton Lee 
Holton Lee 

 


