
Portland Heights Birdwatching Breaks   November 6th  –  8th  2015

Saturday November 7th
Weather: rain in the morning, clearing in the afternoon in a strong westerly wind

Arne RSPB Reserve, 1000
A very wet start to the day but we didn't let it put us off as we strode off into the woodland at 
this outstanding reserve, stopping first to look at the bird feeders with nuthatch, coal tit and 
siskin.  Unsurprisingly considering the weather the woods were very quiet, but we did find a 
fine specimen of cauliflower fungus on a pine tree by the path.   



At Shipstall Point we overlooked Poole Harbour and found the first of many wader flocks of 
the day, consisting mostly of oystercatchers and redshanks with a few curlews and some 
distant avocets.  With the rain now becoming very annoying we hurried on to Shipstall hide.   
The hide gave us views through the rain towards Poole and we spent a very enjoyable thirty 
minutes in the dry sorting through a huge variety of birds.  A good number of pintail were 
seen along with plenty of teal and wigeon and no less than fourteen spoonbills.  Waders 
here included lots of black-tailed godwits, redshank and curlews with a few turnstones and a 
single grey plover.  Walking back towards the car park we came across a very impressive 
stag sika deer, posing dramatically on the hillside above us.

At the car park we sat outside in spite of the rain eating our lunch at the picnic benches.  
This strategy paid off when a splendid male brambling appeared with the chaffinches under 
the bird feeders.  This very colourful bird soon disappeared but was replaced by two female 
birds.

After lunch we walked westwards towards the creek known as Middlebere Lake where we 
could see huge numbers of feeding avocets and a bar-tailed godwit, as well as many more 
of all the other species of waders seen earlier.   With the rain now quickly receding we 
reached The hide and could examine the western end of Middlebere Lake.  Here we were 
added spotted redshank and lapwing to the day's list of waders.   After patiently waiting and 
searching for at least half an hour we were treated to the bird of the day when a ringtail hen 
harrier flew past hunting low over the reeds.  Buzzard and kestrel were also seen here.

Walking back to the car park well-pleased with our day's birdwatching we were treated to 
one final sighting when a firecrest appeared briefly in a flock of goldcrests and long-tailed 
tits.

Sunday November 8th
Weather: overcast all day, in a fresh southerly breeze

Heights Hotel, 0800
Breakfast this morning was enlivened by the appearance of a peregrine just outside the  
restaurant windows and by flocks of finches passing south over the hotel.



Portland Bill, 0900 
Starting the day proper with a seawatch we added a good number of birds to the list 
including gannet, razorbill and guillemot, with flocks of linnets and goldfinches all the time 
passing overhead flying south.  Walking along the Eastcliffs towards the bird observatory we  
found two purple sandpipers on the cliffs and several rock pipits near the Lobster Pot 
restaurant.  The hut fields near the observatory produced stonechat, black redstart and a 
male blackcap.

At the bird observatory the warden, Martin Cade, caught a redwing in the mist nets and 
showed it to us on the patio before releasing it.  Pleased with our good luck we carried on 
up the hill into the Topfields where we found a reed bunting and a flock of twenty or so 
skylarks.  We were almost back to the car park when we noticed that the little owl we had 
looked for earlier was back in the observatory quarry, so we made a short detour to enjoy 
excellent views of this most characterful bird.

(photo by Sean)



Ferrybridge, 1200
We were pleased to find a pale-bellied bird amongst the flock of 250 dark-bellied brent 
geese but not so pleased that only six young were with these birds, indicating a disastrous 
breeding season on the Siberian coast.  Beyond the geese out on the waters of the Fleet we 
found a pair of red-breasted mergansers and whilst we were watching them a flock of ringed 
plovers and dunlins flew in/

Lodmoor RSPB Reserve, 1400
Lots of new species were seen here, mostly common waterbirds such as moorhen and 
gadwall along with a great many lapwings and several snipe giving unusually close views.   
The highlight here though was the female marsh harrier hunting over the reserve.

Radipole Lake RSPB Reserve, 1600
We finished our weekend with a feast of Mediterranean and other gulls, and adding common 
gull and tufted duck to the list.

Looking forward to the next time,

Bob 

Birds: 92 species
Great Crested Grebe Arne
Little Grebe Radipole, Lodmoor
Gannet Portland Bill
Shag Portland Bill
Cormorant Portland, Radipole, Arne
Little Egret Ferrybridge, Arne
Grey Heron Radipole, Lodmoor, Arne
Spoonbill Arne
Mute Swan Radipole, Arne
Canada Goose Lodmoor,  Arne
Dark-bellied Brent Goose Ferrybridge,  Arne
Pale-bellied Brent Goose Ferrybridge,  Arne
Shelduck Arne, Lodmoor
Teal Radipole, Lodmoor, Arne
Mallard Radipole, Lodmoor, Arne
Pintail Arne
Wigeon Arne
Gadwall Lodmoor
Shoveler Arne, Lodmoor
Tufted Duck Radipole
Red-breasted Merganser Ferrybridge
Hen Harrier Arne
Marsh Harrier Lodmoor
Kestrel Portland, Arne
Peregrine Portland
Buzzard Arne 
Sparrowhawk Portland
Pheasant Arne
Coot Radipole, Lodmoor
Moorhen Radipole, Lodmoor
Avocet Arne
Curlew Arne
Oystercatcher Arne, Portland Bill



Redshank Arne
Spotted Redshank Arne

  Black-tailed Godwit   Arne
  Bar-tailed Godwit   Arne
  Dunlin   Ferrybridge
  Purple Sandpiper   Portland Bill
  Snipe   Lodmoor
  Ringed Plover   Arne, Ferrybridge
  Grey Plover   Arne
  Lapwing   Lodmoor, Arne
  Turnstone   Ferrybridge,  Arne
  Black-headed Gull   various sites
  Mediterranean Gull   Ferrybridge, Radipole, Lodmoor
  Herring Gull   various sites
  Great Black-backed Gull   various sites
  Lesser Black-backed Gull   Ferrybridge
  Common Gull   Radipole
  Razorbill   Portland Bill
  Guillemot   Portland Bill
  Little Owl   Portland Bill
  Wood Pigeon   various sites
  Collared Dove   Lodmoor
  Green Woodpecker   Arne
  Great Spotted Woodpecker   Arne
  Nuthatch   Arne
  Skylark   Portland Bill
  Rock Pipit   Portland Bill
  Meadow Pipit   Arne
  Grey Wagtail   Lodmoor (heard)
  Pied Wagtail   Portland
  Wren   various sites 
  Dunnock   various sites 
  Robin   various sites
  Stonechat   Portland, Lodmoor
  Black Redstart   Portland Bill
  Blackbird   various sites
  Redwing   Portland
  Blackcap   Portland
  Chiffchaff   Lodmoor
  Goldcrest   various sites
  Firecrest   Arne
  Long-tailed Tit   Arne, Lodmoor
  Coal Tit   Arne
  Blue Tit   various sites 
  Great Tit   various sites 
  Raven   Arne
  Magpie   various sites
  Jackdaw   various sites
  Rook   Arne
  Carrion Crow   various sites
  Starling   various sites
  House Sparrow   various sites
  Goldfinch   Portland, Arne
  Chaffinch   Portland, Arne
  Brambling   Arne
  Greenfinch   Arne
  Siskin   Arne
  Linnet   Portland
  Reed Bunting   Portland Bill



Mammals: 
Grey Squirrel Arne
Sika Deer Arne
Rabbit Portland
Brown Rat Lodmoor

Insects: 
Common Darter Arne
Migrant Hawker Arne

Fungi: 
Cauliflower Fungus Arne
Fly Agaric Arne
Field Blewit Portland Bill
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