Portland Heights Birdwatching Breaks March 20th – March 22nd 2015

Snow bunting by Stella Bignold

Saturday March 21st
Weather: sunny for most of the day, wind fresh north-easterly
Maiden Castle, 0930
A great start to the day with our target bird, a very smart male snow bunting, being found almost immediately.
With it were several singing corn buntings and skylarks. Nearby a large flock of black-headed gulls included
quite a few Mediterranean gulls in immaculate breeding plumage. A couple of red-legged partridges flew in
front of the bus as we drove away.
Tadnoll Heath, 1100
The most westerly area of the great Dorset heath was initially very quiet this morning with just a few distant
buzzards visible. When we found a pair if stonechats we knew that a Dartford warbler was likely to be a
distinct possibility and indeed a fine male soon turned up and gave several good but brief views.
Lodmoor RSPB Reserve, 1230
Plenty of wildfowl here but not a lot else with just one black-tailed godwit, a lapwing and an oystercatcher in
the way of waders. However we kept looking and on the way back we were treated to a close view of a
beautiful pair of snipe basking in the warm sunshine.
Radipole RSPB Reserve, 1330
Another site that initially appeared to be very quiet with the first hour here producing not much more than a
flock of ten pochard. Once again the North Hide saved the day with excellent views of buzzard, sparrowhawk
and little egret and a brief view of a male marsh harrier.
Ferrybridge, 1700
With the tide at an equinoctial low the waders were very distant but we just about managed to identify ringed
plovers, dunlin and a single knot.

Sunday March 22nd
Weather: sunny for most of the day, wind fresh north-easterly
Portland Bill, 0900
Our first stop was the Bird Observatory where Dr Peter 'Prof' Morgan did several rounds of the mist nets to try
to catch a firecrest for us but in the end could only manage a robin. While we were waiting for him we watched
a blackcap on the bird-feeders and a redwing sat in a tree close-by. The Observatory Quarry gave us good
views of our old friend the resident little owl before we headed out to Portland Bill. In very cold conditions here
we were sustained by a quick succession of new birds including rock pipits, a black redstart and, best of all,
the first wheatear of the year. Out at sea were gannets, razorbills and guillemots.
Grove Point, 1030
Our second target was the hooded crow that for some time has been resident on the Grove playing fields.
Failing to find it we instead walked along the coastal path overlooking the East Weares and the track of the old
Weymouth to Portland railway line. Buzzards, peregrines and fulmars were all seen well here but the grey seal
was more of a surprise.
Portland Castle, 1200
By now the warm sunshine had dispelled most of the birds a search of the southern end of Portland Harbour
could only reveal a few flocks of red-breasted mergansers.
Ferrybridge, 1300
In beautifully warm spring weather we had very little to disturb our lunch apart from a distant curlew and a flock
of dark-bellied brent geese.
Bincleaves, 1400
The birds became even more scarce as the afternoon got warmer and this usually productive site produced no
more than a handful of great-crested grebes and another flock of dark-bellied brent geese.
Barleycrates Lane, 1500
Back on Portland we explored one of the island's top stop-off points for spring migrants, only to find a small
flock of redwings and, nothing else.
Bower's Quarry, 1600
Our final destination provided glorious weather and even more glorious views but so little in the way of birdlife
that we ended up discussing garden sheds!
Looking forward to the next time,
Bob

Birds: 81 species
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Little Grebe
Fulmar
Gannet
Cormorant
Shag
Little Egret
Grey Heron
Mute Swan
Dark-bellied Brent Goose
Canada Goose
Shelduck
Teal
Mallard
Gadwall
Shoveler
Pochard
Tufted Duck
Red-breasted Merganser
Kestrel
Peregrine
Buzzard
Sparrowhawk
Marsh Harrier
Red-legged Partridge
Coot
Moorhen
Curlew
Dunlin
Knot
Oystercatcher
Ringed Plover
Lapwing
Black-tailed Godwit
Snipe
Common Gull
Black-headed Gull
Mediterranean Gull
Herring Gull
Great Black-backed Gull
Lesser Black-backed Gull
Guillemot
Razorbill
Wood Pigeon
Feral Pigeon
Stock Dove
Collared Dove
Little Owl
Skylark
Rock Pipit
Meadow Pipit
Pied Wagtail
Wren
Dunnock
Robin
Black Redstart
Wheatear
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Stonechat
Blackbird
Song Thrush
Redwing
Cetti’s Warbler
Dartford Warbler
Blackcap
Chiffchaff
Long-tailed Tit
Coal Tit
Blue Tit
Great Tit
Raven
Magpie
Jackdaw
Rook
Carrion Crow
Starling
House Sparrow
Goldfinch
Chaffinch
Greenfinch
Corn Bunting
Snow Bunting
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Mammals:
Grey Seal
Brown Rat
Otter (spraint)
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Insects:
Small Tortoiseshell

Portland

