Portland Heights Birdwatching Break      April 13th-15th 2012
Saturday April 14th

Weather: Mostly overcast with some sunny intervals in a cold northerly wind

Portland Bill, 0700

Our weekend got off to a great start with a superb hour of sea-watching.  A pair of Puffins were soon found on the sea amongst about 250 Guillemots and 60 or so Razorbills.  Offshore Gannets were heading east with a group of Manx Shearwaters milling around closer in.  A Wheatear was seen to arrive in off the sea and several Swallows flew overhead going north.  John took these superb photos of a Wheatear and a Rock Pipit taking off:
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Portland Bird Observatory, 0930

On the way to the Observatory we stopped to look at the seabird colony, found a very smart White Wagtail and had some excellent views of Skylarks.  As we arrived at the Observatory the warden, Martin Cade, produced a Chiffchaff and a Willow Warbler for us to compare side-by-side.  Photos by John Sykes:
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Southwell, 1100

Our first objective here was to find the Wall Lizards in a cliff-top quarry.  This we soon managed with a female lizard curled up basking in the sun at the base of a cliff.  While we were watching this a Peregrine appeared overhead, circling round looking for pigeons and checking us out at the same time.  Again, photos  by John Sykes:
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Barleycrates Lane, 1200

We started with very close views of a surprisingly brazen Fox as it half-heartedly stalked what appeared to be an escaped pet Rabbit.  One of the highlights of the day was the superb male Redstart that we found here, along with a female a bit further along the path.  The Westcliffs here produced another Peregrine and distant views of Fulmars, whilst all the time Swallows, House Martins and Sand Martins were streaming overhead.  The fox photo links to a YouTube video, filmed by Bob Ford.  Peregrine photo by John Sykes.
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Ferrybridge, 1330

Although we were more interested in our lunch than anything else here we did see a large flock of 25 Sandwich Terns over the Fleet.

Lodmoor RSPB Reserve, 1430

Here we found a very attractive flock of summer-plumaged Black-tailed Godwits but no other waders apart from a pair of Oystercatchers and a Snipe.  A Peregrine put on a great display in front of us as it dived onto a pair of Wood Pigeons. The godwit photo is by John Sykes, the Oystercatcher photo links to a YouTube video, filmed by Bob Ford. 
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Radipole RSPB Reserve, 1600

Our final stop added lots of new birds to the list, in particular the star bird of the day - a Glossy Ibis.  Several brief views of Cetti’s Warblers were obtained, which is more than could be said for the Sedge Warblers which refused to show themselves at all.  A young Marsh Harrier was a surprising sight so close to a breeding pair that should have seen it off.

Sunday April 15th

Weather: A sunny morning, overcast afternoon, still a very cold northerly wind

Portland Bill, 0700

Far more quiet than yesterday but with more Fulmars for some reason.  The Puffin put in a very brief appearance and 2 or 3 Manx Shearwaters were feeding in a gull flock a long way out.

Tout Quarry, 0930

Our search for migrants on an almost birdless (and very cold!) day started by walking out to the Westcliffs near the hotel.  The Fulmar colony under Blacknor Point was about the only sighting of note, apart from the Raven that was very busy stealing chicken food from a small-holding near St Georges Church.

Inmosthay, 1030

Crossing Wide Street we entered the working quarry known as Inmosthay.  The southern part consists of old quarry workings with a rich limestone flora and an abundant butterfly population.  Today we just saw a few Speckled Woods and a Small White.

Jordan Quarry, 1100

The site of Portland’s most recent attempt at stone mining, it produced just a flock of Linnets and a Stock Dove for us this morning.

Church Ope Cove, 1200

We had lunch overlooking the ruins of the ancient church of St Andrew’s, hoping that the mature trees in the grounds of Pennsylvania Castle would produce some migrants.  It was not to be but we did see some very pretty Orange-tip butterflies and a large Common Frog.

Langton Herring, 1400

We had a lovely walk this afternoon amongst some stunningly beautiful surroundings – but with very few birds to distract us.  A flock of 18 Sandwich Terns was a good number for this species but the only wader seen was a distant Ringed Plover.  Both photos by Bob Ford, the tern photo links to another YouTube video.
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Abbotsbury, 1600

Here we found the bird of the day in the shape of a distant Green Sandpiper feeding at the edge of the Swannery.  The bird was too distant to photograph but here is a link to a video of a Green Sandpiper in very similar habitat at Radipole earlier this year:
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Hope to see you all again soon, 

Bob.

Birds: 86 species

	Great Crested Grebe
	Radipole, Langton

	Little Grebe
	Radipole

	Fulmar
	Portland Bill

	Manx Shearwater
	Portland Bill

	Gannet
	Portland Bill

	Shag
	Portland Bill

	Cormorant
	Portland Bill

	Glossy Ibis
	 Radipole

	Little Egret
	 Langton Herring

	Grey Heron
	Lodmoor, Radipole

	Mute Swan
	Lodmoor, Radipole, Langton

	Canada Goose
	Lodmoor, Radipole

	Shelduck
	Lodmoor, Radipole, Langton

	Mallard
	Lodmoor, Radipole, Langton

	Gadwall
	Lodmoor, Radipole

	Teal
	Lodmoor, Radipole, Langton
	

	Wigeon
	Lodmoor, Langton

	Pochard
	Lodmoor, Radipole

	Tufted Duck
	Lodmoor, Radipole

	Red-breasted Merganser
	Langton Herring

	Kestrel
	Portland

	Peregrine
	Portland, Lodmoor

	Sparrowhawk
	Portland

	Marsh Harrier
	Radipole

	Buzzard
	Langton Herring

	Pheasant
	Langton Herring

	Moorhen
	Lodmoor, Radipole, Langton

	Coot
	Lodmoor, Radipole, Langton

	Oystercatcher

Black-tailed Godwit 

Snipe
	Portland Bill

Lodmoor

Lodmoor

	Green Sandpiper
	Abbotsbury

	Ringed Plover

Common Gull
	Langton Herring

Portland Bill, Lodmoor

	Black-headed Gull
	 various sites

	Herring Gull
	various sites

	Great Black-backed Gull
	various sites

	Lesser Black-backed Gull
	Portland, Radipole

	Kittiwake
	Portland Bill

	Sandwich Tern
	Ferrybridge, Langton Herring

	Guillemot
	Portland Bill

	Razorbill
	Portland Bill

	Puffin
	Portland Bill

	Feral Pigeon
	Radipole

	Wood Pigeon
	various sites

	Stock Dove
	Barleycrates Lane

	Collared Dove
	Easton

	Rock Pipit
	Portland Bill

	Meadow Pipit 
	Portland Bill

	Pied Wagtail
	Portland Bill

	      White Wagtail
	Portland Bill

	Skylark
	Portland Bill

	Swallow
	various sites

	Sand Martin
	Barleycrates Lane, Radipole

	House Martin
	Barleycrates Lane, Radipole

	Wren
	various sites

	Dunnock
	various sites

	Wheatear
	Portland, Lodmoor

	Common Redstart
	Barleycrates Lane

	Stonechat
	Portland Bill, Barleycrates Lane

	Robin
	various sites

	Blackbird
	various sites 

	Song Thrush
	Lodmoor

	Cetti’s Warbler
	Radipole 

	Sedge Warbler (heard)
	Radipole 

	Whitethroat (heard)
	Langton Herring

	Blackcap 

Chiffchaff
	Barleycrates Lane

various sites

	Willow Warbler
	Portland

	Long-tailed Tit
	 Langton Herring

	Blue Tit
	various sites

	Great Tit
	various sites

	Magpie
	various sites

	Jackdaw
	various sites

	Rook
	Langton Herring

	Carrion Crow

Raven
	various sites

various sites

	Starling
	various sites

	House Sparrow
	various sites

	Greenfinch
	various sites

	Goldfinch
	various sites

	Chaffinch
	various sites

	Linnet

Bullfinch
	various sites 

Radipole

	Reed Bunting
	Radipole 

	
	


	Insects: 6 species

	Peacock

Speckled Wood
	Portland

Portland

	Orange-tip
	Portland

	Small White
	Portland

	Large White
	Portland

	Tawny Mining Bee
	Langton Herring

	
	


	Amphibians/Reptiles:  2 species

	Common Frog 

Wall Lizard


	Church Ope

Cheyne

	Fish:  1 species

	Common Carp


	Radipole

	Mammals:  4 species

	Bunny
	Portland, Lodmoor, Langton

	Brown Rat
	Portland

	Red Fox
	Portland

	Stoat
	Langton








